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FEED SE 5 IN tabdfome Entry TIP a ſmall | 
Country- houſe, as well as the ſtate- 


lieſt Palace, provided the Porch 


Bulk the Body of the Main Fabrich; 


does neither exceed nor equal in 


— whereforeit will not be amiſs to Pre- | 
fes ſome few Tings, both in regard of the Anti- 


5 3 1 1 


quity. of the Medicean Family, and of the Author of 


this Short Hiſtorical Treatiſe. This Princely Houſe 


has been attended with thoſe contrary and inſe- 
parable Accidents that always accompany all that 
is called Great, (vis) with Detraction and Flattery; 


ſome deriving its Original from obſcure Merchants, 
moſt unknown and Nameleſs, before the Great 


Coſmos, who, by his Correſpondence i in all parts of 
the Trading World, and by the vaſt Treaſures of 
Balthazar Coſſa, call'd Pope John the xxiii,(depoſed_ 
in the Council 'of Conſtance, and buried in Florence, 


whois thought to have inform'd him where his 
great Riches lay) over- top d all the nn, in 
Proſperity and Plentiful Fortunes. 


Other Hiftorhens, becauſe of the A of 1 a 
Fami ly, and the Name de Medicis, conclude their 
Anc ors to have been Practitioners i in Phyſick or 


Chirargery; tis known their Arms to be ſeveral 
Balls, in number commonly Seven, tho' ſome J. 
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tallun Writers obſerve: that ſometimes Nine, and 
ſometimes Five have been made uſe of, which 
are ſuppoſed to denote Maſhballs, marks of the Pro- 
feſſion; and more eſpecially, confidering that on 
a Gate in Rome, commonly called Porta Pio, Re- 
paired by Pius the Fourthy of the Medicean Family, 
there are cut in Stone by Michael Angblo, heſides 
the ſeven Balls, a Baſin and a fourſquare Looking- 
_ Glaſs, upon which hangs a folded Tame which, 
if true, does no way.diſparage the future Grandeur of 
the Family, for Phyſicians have been always honour d 
by the greateſt, of Kings, and Antiquity placed Ee. 
lapius, in the number of the Immortal Gods. Nei- 
ther do Noblemen in Italy believe it inconſiſtent 
with their Birth, to meet dayly at the Exchange, 
while their Wives do ride in Coaches with the 
handſomeſt and richeſt Equipages; thus they pre- 
ſerve their Families from ſinking, and are enabled 
to buy their Children great Offices in the Courts 
of Princes, Where none asks them, whether by Sea 
or Land, by brandiſhing a Sword or by manage- 
ing a Pen, they come to their reſpective Digni- 
les. ; 7 „ a 
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But ſome mount it a great deal higher, making it a 
Branch of the Vbaldinies, a very ancient Family, up- 
on no other ground, but that Azzo UVbaldim had his 
Son Bricto ſurnamed by ſome, il Medico. And, ſome to 
make their Court the better to Catherine de Medicis 
Queen of France, would have perſwaded her 
the was of French Extraction, and that Three 
Hundred years before, one Julian de Medicis weng 
out of Poictou into Italy with a Troop of Horſe, 
which he carried to the Service of the nn 
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| MediceanHouſe,had any ſuch diſtinguiſhingElevati- 
on. Many ſuch high-ſteepled Houſes are ſtill to be 
ſeen in Siena, which to a Stranger, at firſt ſight, ſeem 


to be ſo many Churches. The ſame Villani, trea- 


ting of the Nobility of Harence, makes mention 


of Populari Graffi (vis. ) what we call Gentlemen, 
diſtinguiſhed from the vulgar Sort, not by Places 
of Honour, nor Patents of Nobility, but by Plen- 


tiful Fortunes and large Poſſeſſions, acquir'd by 
their own Induſtry, or handed to them ſrom rich 


Anceſtors, and of this Order, as *tis very pro- 


bable, was the Family of the Medicis, in the time 


4 


of the Common-wealth of Florence. 


The Author of this Hiſtory was certainly a Ho. 


rentiue, as m athered. from his Style, and 


ſeveral Idiomꝭ peguſiar to #hat People, who have 


always been eſtẽsmed rhe Athevians of Italy; and, 


by many minute Cirecumftances herein deſcrib'd, 
*tis likely heliv'& Contemporary with, or not much 


after, the Time ofthe Great Duke(Coſmos,for in the 


Year 1608.tis obſerved hat the Corps of the Wife 


of Pietro de Medicis, Aſſaſſinated for her Lewdneſs 
was vet preſerv'd from Putrefaction, and ſeem 
white as if but Sleeping. Varillas makes mention 
of ſome Secret Hiſtory relating to this Family, 
kept in the King of Fance his Library, but gives 
no further account of it; and Count Kidz, © the 
Et 2 preſent 


oh, = 12115 SR "VP 8 ie 1 

pteſent Great Duke's Miniſter at the Pope's Court, 
Aled Entreaties, Meriaces, and all other means 

poſſible to procure a Short Hiſtory relating to his 


Severini ; and I was informed by à good Hand, 


ver hitherto Publiſhed ; neither ſhould it now be | 
made Common, but that T hope it will encourage 


and Alacrity in the fair Pathes of Virtue, by ſee- 
ing, as in a Mirrour, Vice and Lewdneſs, attended 
with all ſorts of afflicting, opprobrious and tremen- 
dous dreadful Conſequences. Another ſuch Hi- 
ſtory of Francis, the ſecond Great Duke, is no leſs 
Curious and Remarkable, and will in time be 
Publiſhed, provided this meets with ſome Ap- 
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Maſter's Family, from the Library of the Learned 


that it was this very fame, and that it was ne- 


all its Readers to run with greater Chearfulneſs 
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to Marry. But being urg'd by Guicciardini to make good 


5ecret Hiſtory 
O F 


COSIMOS II, 


Firſt Great Duke of FLORENCE. 


N Alexander the Firſt, Duke of Florence, 
who was Traiterouſly and Cruelly 
Murthered in his Bed, by bis familiar 
and confident Friend, the Ungrateful 
and Cruel Laurence de Medien, the 6th 
: of Fanuary in the Lear 1537, Ended the 
Line of the Great Coſmos; and was Succeeded by 
Coſimos the Second, Born of Mary Daughter of Giacomo 


Salviati; who at Nineteen Years of Age being made 


Duke, by the Aſſiſtance of Francis Guicciardini, whole 
Daughter, when a private Gentleman, he had promiſed 


the 


PRs: 
N a : * EY 4 
. 4 + G . 5 . # it 

6 4 
89 1 » . p T * q* — Ws 
, 1 X n * 1 * a 1 , a+ 4 #*. PI . „ * 1 * r «2 

4 : W ' . 1 y 1 N 1 142 { f 2 1 [ . i * £4 1» a » A F 

TS Gee. $a 0 4 "Is | , P EF 23 — * 4 95 P : 1% +4 X. 2 

0 ” XS 

| 5 Rn 0 g i 1 F - 2 3 

an 5 , : c 5 ö g 2 * 7 6 , 2 (4 7 * 1 ” * 
"a 1 1 4 a - *+14 FT FETAL I 
\, 4 
, Sh >» oy * A W 
* ” A | : ; 8 Z 
F ; Ne F * N 10 E ider * ' 1 
1 . 3 . N 1 L 3 xl 25 - / . n » . of g 5 + \ fF4YF CT: Thy " , 
* „„ „ * * 4 , Tw#Fwf 4 114 — 4 4 tn . 
. N *. * / 
* o . ww . * 1 
* 17 "FEY : e 7 1 "= 7 7 . ry 6 
# 4 SYS -- 4 \ * 4 0 3 


etto amazzato alli 6 di Gen- 


detto Alleſſandro) quale deti dauni 19, Natodi Ma- 


LLESSANDRO primo Duca di Eio- I 
renza dal ingrata e crudele Lorenzo j 
de Medici Confiaentiſſimo & Familiare, 
reſtꝰ — 2 4 é proditoriamente ſopra i 


naro 1537. nelle di cui morte, ini la deſcendenzs db. © 
Coſmo i Grande. Succeſſe Colimo Segondo, (al. 


Y 
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ria di Giacomo Salviati : L Duca Coſimo fatto Dau- 


ca, recusò il parentado gia Stabilito quando era in ſtato 


privato, con la fglia di Franceſco Guicciardini, con 


il cut mez2z0, e il di cat riguardo, fu portato'al Pri. 
Pato; dicendo all Guicciardino, che le preſſava ad e 3 


—  fertuare 


- 
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Join advanced afterwards to the"Dignity - of Cardinal, 
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4 | "the Promiſe of Marriage made. to his Daughter, he 
F —_ -anſwerd him briskly, The Dukes of Florence do not Con- 


- 


of Toledo, Vice-Roy ol Naples, of hom be begat ſeven 
Sons and three Daughters, viz. The 44h Day of Ari 
1543, Was Born a Daughter, hee Name was Mar; ; 
upon the 8th of Jah 1545, was Bern a Son, d 


y Pope Piss IV; upon the 1 of Fuly 154), at Six of 
the Clock, was Born a Son, who was Named Don Gar- 


' 2ia; upon the 34 of "Fuly "1545, Was Born a Son, 


Named Oftavino ; on the 30th of Fune 1550, was Born 
Ferdinand, who was made Cardinal, and afterwards 


ther, who was Born 1541; on the 7th of Septem- 
J, was Born à Daughter, Named Jſabella; upon 


Giza: Duke, by che Death of the Great-Duke Francis 
Fer T5 


the 9th of November 1556, he had another Son Born to 
him, Named Perrino; on the 30th of Fwy the following 


Year, he had another Son Born to him, Named Don 
Franciſco 3 and thus being Bleſſed with a numerous Fa- 
mily, the Dutcheſs his Wife delighted to ſpend her 
Time in Piſa, eſpecially the Winter Seaſon, to avoid the 
ſharp Air of Florence, and alſo the Conſpirations of the 
Inhabitants, Recreating her ſelf in the Company of 
the Young Princes, her Sons, in the Exerciſe of Hunt- 


ipg, to her great Satisfaction; but there happen d a 


very ſtrange. Accident one Morning of the Month of 


January 1562, to Cardinal Giovanni, the Duke's Second 


Son, who contending with Don Garzia about ſome 
Matters relating to the Game, he drawing out his 
Sword, ran the Cardinal his Brother thro' the Thigh ; 

the Duke Coſimor being appriz d of the unhappy Acci- 
dent, ran in haſte at the Noiſe and Cry, but found the 
Evil was already done, he Dreſs d the Wounds with his 
own Hands, and diſpatch'd with all ſpeed, for Mr, 


Antonio Venturini of Zarazzana, but there was no Re- 
medy, for the poor Prince died in few Days afterwards. 
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Caſio proſe ptr Woztte prev dif, ts ee Tio 
nora, felis di Don Pietro di "Toledo, ; Ficere di Na- 
poli, dalla qual hebbe ſette Maſchj, e tre Femine, cioe 


* 


„ imparentava eon Gentilhuomini privati. I ara 


ia di nome, Maria; 


4 di g di Luglio 1545, ebbe uno figliodetto Giovanni, 
che fu fatto Cardinale da Pio quurto; 4 di 1 Luglio 


15475 4 hore 6, naque an figlio"Maſchio che ſer nomi- 


V Don Garzia; a di 3 Luglio 1549, naque un fglio 
detto Otta vino; 4 di 30 di Giugno 1550, naque Fer- 
dinando, ehe poi fu Cardinale, e poi Gran Duca per 


la morte del Gran Duca Franceſco ſuo fratello, quale 
era nato il 25 Marzo 1541; ildi 7 Septembre 1553, 
li naque una figlia detta Iſabella; 4 di g Novembre 


1556, li naque un altro ſiglio detto Don Petrino; a di 30 


Luglio dan altro anno, li naque un figlio 'Chiamato 


Don Franceſco. E coſi ritrovandoſi con und buona 
Famiglia, la Seignors Ducheſſa ſua Moglie ftava vo- 
lontieri a Piſa, Maſime d' inverno, fuggends Laer 
ſubtile, e le congiure che li faceuano i Fiorentin, ri- 


. # 


ducendoſi a la caccia di quei luoghi con gran diletto 
ſuo, e di ſuoi ſiglii; Avenne pero, uno ſtrano Accidente, 
una mattina del meſe di Genaro 1562, al Seignore 
Cardinals Giovanni (ſecundo figlio del Seignior Du- 
44 Colimo) perche queſto comminciando 4 diſputare 


della caccia, con Don Garzia, il quale cacciò la ma- 
20 ala ſpada, e paſsò la caſſia al Cardinale. 1 Duca 
Coſimo inteſo il fatto, corſe al rumore; ma troud ul 
male gia fatto, e di ſus mano fece le Chiarate al Cardi- 
nale, e ſubito fu ſpedito per Maeſiro Antonio Ventu- 
rini da Sarazzana, ma non vi era remedio, fithe il 
povero Signiore indi a poch di, fi mori « Livorno. ruen- 


.C.-4 


fettaare il Matrimonio, Che il Duca di Fiorenza'tow © 
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The:Duke-caming to Pi, in order to go to Florence, 
the Dutcheſs Laanara, who Loved Don Garxis as her own 
Eyes, called him and ſaid, Ge, Don Garzia, throw, your 
fſeFf at your Father's Feet, and beg his Pardon far the Miſtake 
committed ; he having nothing elſe in view but to pay 
Obedience to his Mother's Orders, threw himſelf on 
\ his Knees, in the preſence of the Duke, his Father, 
with Tears in his Eyes, -and\'humbly begg'd his Pardon 
for what was paſt; but the Duke little heeding what his 
Son ſaid, but ſurpriz d and overpower d with thę Heat 
ol Anger (in as much as the Dutcheſs was too nally, in 
not expecting till the Duke, had allay'd his Paſſion) he 
ur his Hand to his Sword and Killed his own Son 
Pars Proftrated at his Feet. As ſoon as the Dutchels 
was informed of the „ 17g Tidings, overwhelm'd 
wich inerpreſſible Grief of Mind, ſhe berook her ſelf to 
Bed; and in few Hours Died miſerably Stifled under the 
heavieſt Pangs of Sorrow: The three Corps were put in 
Coins, and were carried, at the ſame time, one aſter 


che ther, into Florence, the Citizens and all the People 


running Tumultuouſly to ſee this New and Extraordina- 


* — 
* 


xy. Spectacle ; ſo that by the Death of ſo many Princes, 


the Glory and Grandeur of the Houſe of Medicis was 
mich eee 


->  Afayy, the Eldeſt Daughter of Duke Cofimes, was like- 
wiſe a very Beautiful and Charming Princeſs, but one 
of her Father's Pages, che Son of Maletets Lord of 
_- Rimini, being greatly in Love with her, and reciprogally 
ſhe, with him; it happen d one Morning, that Magrame, 
an Old Spaniard that waited on the Dutcheſs's Ladies, 
and being always at the Chamber Door, he eſpy d that 
the Young Princeſs took the Page about the Neck and 
Kiffed him, and that he did the fame to her, this he 
vommunicated to the. Dutcheſs, and the Dutcheſs to 
rhe Dukes. whereupon it was reſolved and agreed upon, 
that the Princeſs. their Daughter ſhould be Kill'd with 
Poyſon, and *ewas executed accordingly, and there- 
. upon 


i | SUD © a we a ah he 


doſe i! Dad's Piſa, per rornare's Fibrenza, Ii Buche 
/ Leonora che m Don Garzia quinto Forthif favs, 


m a lei, e diſſeli; An 
755 { Egli ſenza penſare ad altro, e per obbedire alla 


tutti i tre cadavert an doppo Paltro, 


del continuo 4 la porta della camera, una mat ina, . 
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e prafando che a Pau- fuſe pl ato la colera, lo h 


"3 : | 


;” Andate Don Garzia, 1e. 
ate di al voſtro Padre, e chiedeteli perdano N 


el errore 


- 
5 


adre, ando' avanti- al | Daca ſuo Padre genufteſſo, 


chiedendoli perdono, ma, i ſungui che non eruno umb 


ra fermati, è tuttavia ſtava il Gran Duca in gran 
Smania, e gran Colera, e percht la Ducheſſa ebbe trop. 
po fretta, i Padre vedendo it. Fglio che umilmentè . 
con le lagrime al occhi li chiedeſſe perdono del ecceſſa 
fatto; I Duca non badando 4 cio che diceva il figlia. 
lo, ſoprafatto dalla colera, cacti mano alla ſpada, e nelli 
eſſo atto del umilts, Vamagæô, queſto inteſo che fat 


re, fi poſe in letto e ſuſfocata dalls doglia, in poche ho. 
re miſeramente mori. Vennero iu ＋ 2, 4 Fiorenza 
acendo i cittadi. 

ni ed il populo a tal novita, an gran tumulto, e per la 
morte di tant i Seig niori finirono le felicita di queſta 
8 figlia prima del Duco Coſimo, fa ancora 

eſſa una bella e gratioſa Giovine, ma eſſendo in corte 
an Paggio, figlto del Seignore Malateſta Seigniore di 
Rimini, .indagi queſto giovane de eſſa Seignora, e lei 
ſeambiovolmente Samoro di lui, ed eſſendo a puardia 
delle Dame della Seignora Dacheſſa Elenora, una Spag- 
nolo vecchio, nominato Madramo, i quale 4 obends 


ſerwö e vide, che detta Seignora avea dato un bact io al 
collo' al detto giovane, e il giovane a lei, ſubito fattous i 
reporto al Dacheſſa, e la Ducheſſa datone parte al DU. 
ca, fu Ordinato finalmente che $avelenaſſe la Seignora 
Maria loro figlia, e coſi fu fatto; del quale veleno in 

| mens. 
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4 upon falling Sick, Dyed in leſs than one Month. The 
. Page was put in Priſon, where he Was detain'd. 12 
1 Tears, but Malateſta his Father coming to Florence, to. 
1 pay his reſpects to the Duke, humbly .pray'd his High- 
„ nels to have Compaſſion and Pity on the Youth, and 
lll | to Enlarge him from Priſon.” The Duke replied, 71ſhall 
Wnt! | give Oriers that you may ftay eight or ten Days with your Son, 
11 and Examine bim your ſelf, whom if you ſhall find worthy of . 
Ell Enlargement, I'll give you SatisfaFion, The Father went, 
Jill and having examined his Son, return'd to thank the 
N Duke for ſo great a, Favour ; but the Duke anſwer' d 
Ih him, notwithſtanding his Son's Innocence, Sir, I con- 
1 | deſcend that pour Son may be enlarged. from. bu preſent Con- 
Jil  finement, and be Secur d in the Fortreſs of Breſſo ; whence 
111 afterwards he made his Eſcape, by the aſſiſtance of a 
HW | Corporal, who was Hang d for it: and the Duke Coſmos, 
Fil being exceedingly incenſed at his Flight, got him 
"wh Purſu'd as far as Candia, whither he was gone to find. 
3s his Father, who was there General for the Yenetians, 
wlll and was Aſſaſſin d there, but the Murtherer was Kill'd 
; {+ upon the Spot, by the Hand of Giacomo Malateſta, the 

| + Father of the Fugitive Youth .... 
Wi Tucrexia, Duke Coſimos's Second Daughter, was the 
Wi Firſt Wife of Alferſo Duke of Ferrara, who ſoon perceivd 

| 1 that he had but the leaſt ſhare in her Love, wherefore 

6 he ſought all means poſſible to procure her Death ; 
118 which he effected, to the great Sorrow of her 


1 Father, who perſuaded himſelf to be very happy in con- 
"Wh tracting Affinity with ſo Powerful a Prince; but would 
„ never pay him the reſt of the Dowry promiſed by 
Wi. Articles of Marriage 3 whereupon a Suit at Law was 
Commenc'd in the Emperor's Court, but Duke Coſimos 
1057 making his Complaint and Caſe known, ſhewing how 
1 his Daughter was Baſely Betray.d and Cruelly Mur- 
1 ther' d; the Emperor told the Parties, that he would 
ll; neither pronounce Sentence in fayour of the Duke of 
ll Ferraro, nor againſt Duke Cms. 3 


ber 
ſaminato il ſao figlio, tornò poi per ringratiar al Duca, 


0 9 J rere 
i ER WITS To IT 

WA * = IS) * e * 

1 OR 1 8 90 , > * 

N #4 

"FT * 

ESR E 

ey" [7:4 

>» 5 


| * 1 
5 
4 
„ 41 


. 44 * 4 15 1 5 
ems Bs RL: 15 
2? 67% o 3 N 
% r 5 
1 e 
ia, 
( . * = 


9 
* 


* 8 ad * a a 4 78 1 9 
8 R 1 AR” 4188 

y N 2 je * J . = E * 
1 e ay Fe 7 94 

10 y . we 

5 5 
* 1 
E 7 


nino Hun meſe, 9 amalo, « mori. Ed il Paggio fu ſubito 
poſto in rarcere ſegrete, dove ſtette i a anni, Vennepoi 3 


1 Seignior Glacomo Malateſta in Fiorenza il» fuo 
Padre, e andato 4 riverire il Duca Coſimo, lo pregꝭ a 

voler ſcuſare la gioventù, e à voler liberare il fights di 
cartere. Il Duca lui riſpoſe, Io daro commiſſione tale, 
che potrete ſtare otto o dieci giorni con il voſtro ijglio, 
ed efſaminatelo voi ſteſſo, e ſe vi paria che meriti la li- 


= 
* 


ta, ia viſatisfaro; ed andato il Padre e avendo ef= 


di quanto S era compaciuto concedergli; ma il gran Da- 


ca nonoſtante che non lo meritaſſe, li diſſe, Io mi con: 


tento che reſti in cambio delle ſegrete, nella forteææa di 
Breſſo; dove poi, pel mezzo del Corporale, trovd 
modo di faggire, ed il Cor porale fu impicato. Il Da- 
ca Coſimo ſdegnato grandemente per la fuga del gi- 


ovane, lo fece perſeguire ſino in Candia, ove ſbera 


fuggito, e ove era il Padre Generale per gli Vene- 
tiani, e la fu amaxxato, e nel inſtante il Seignior 


Giacomo Padre, amaꝛæò quelle, chi avea amazzato 


i fglioljo. | | 
Lucrezia, ſegonda figlia del Duca Coſimo, fu ls 
prima Moglia d Alfonſo Duca di Ferrara; ma ben 
zoſto.  avide il Duca, che non era amato da lei, onde 
procuravas ad ogni modo, di farla morire ; ſicome fece 
con grandiſſimo diſpiacere del Padre, che li pareva do- 
vere fatto un bel colpo d eſſer collegato ſeco in Parenta. 


| ao; ue mai li wolſe dare il reſto del dote, conforme ale 


Conventioni; del che ne fu moſſo lite avanti PImpera« 
tore, con il quale ſi dolſe il Duca Coſimo, che la figlia' 


fuſſe Hata tradita e cradelmente amazzata, di maniera 


che PImiperatore ſi laſciò intendere al Daca Coſimo, che 
non haverebbe mat dato la Sentenza in favore del 
Duca di Ferrara, ni contra il Duca Coſino. 
mein 5 
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ſhe had been before promiſed-to Don Fabians del 


Monte, Nephew to Pope Julias III. but he Dying 


againſt: the Terks, in the Wars of Husgary, ſue 


was Married into the Family of Urſini; this Lady 
duns not only Beautiful, but was a great Virtuoſa, 
ſpeaking French, Spaniſh: and Latin; ſhe Learned 
and to Play on all Inſtruments, and was 
largely Enrich'd with Natural Endowments; 


that ſhe made Verſes Extempore; ſhe was Be- 


loved of the Duke: her Father, ſomething. more 
than ordinarily, which gave: occaſion. to many; 
diſadvantagious Reflections; her Husband Lived 
moſtly in Rome, tho? ſhe greatly Bewailed his 
Abſence, thinking it the moſt Uncomfortable 
ſort of Life; to live without her Husband, tho“ 
thoſe that were about her, gave her ſtill freſh 
Hopes of his ſpeedy Return; but ſhe uſed to tell 
them Mournfully, that ſhe was neither Ice nor 
Marble ; and becauſe of his unreaſonable Delay, 


ſhe went about to provide for her own Neceſlity, 
after the moſt Scandalous manner imaginable, ſo 
that in few Years, ſhe had two Daughters Born to 


her in her Husband's Abſence, which were con 


veyed to an Hoſpital. Duke Coſimos, Conſcious 
to all her Doings,. did bear with her very patis 


ently, but yet not forbearing to tell her, Iſa- 


bella, I am not to Live almays. And therefore, 


Seignor Pietro Gonzage, was ordered, in one: 

Hours ſpace, to go out of the City, and within 

three Days out of the State of Florence. Her 

Husband had Conſtituted Seignor Troiio Urſino, his 
eg 


Kinſman, 


| *Marind il Duca Colimo Habella ſua terza fielia, « 
Don Pauolo Giordano Urſino Barone Romano, che 
prima era ſtata promeſſa al Seig nor Fa bia no del Monte, 
Nipore di Giulio ter so, ma morendo nel Hungaria 
contra il Gran Turca, ſegui poi con L' Urſino. Que- 
ſta" Seignora era non ſolo bella, ma virtuoſa, perche 
oltre alla lingua materna, haveva la Spagnola, Fran- 
ceſe, ela. Latina; ſonava tutti Pinſlrumenti, canta- 
Va di Muſica, ma ſopra tutto era dotata dalla natura, 
che al improuiſo faceva verſi, fu amata dal Duca ſuo 
Padre, di maniera che correva voce poca boneſta di loro, 
Il marito fi ſtava in piu del tempo a Roma, ancorche el. 
tk ne doleſſe grandemente tutto il giorno, parendo- 
li ftrano ſtare ſenza Marito, ſe bene egli chi era appreſ- 
fo, la confortava dicendoli, che in breve Faſpettava il 
ritorno di Pauolo ſuo marito, Ella lamentandoſi, che 
| non era di giaccio ne di Marmo, S' andav paſſando tf 
tempo con molti guai, e per la tardanza, Sanda va pro- 
, cacciando a ſuoi biſogni alla piu legiera che faſſe poſ- 
. fibile, ſi che in pocht anni ebbe ella ſenza il marito, due 
; figlie, lequali furno mandate allo ſpedale de Nocenti. 
p 1! Daca Coſimo, al quale erano note tutte queſte coſe, 
5. le tolerava mal voluntieri, compatendo 4 la figliola, 
4 per queſto non gli riſtava di dirali, Iſabella to non 
0 ho da vivere ſempre: E per tal conto fu fatto Com- 


— mandamento al Seig nor Pietro Gonza ga, che in termi- 
S ve d'un hora, fi partiſſe di Fiorenza, e fratre di, 

yn faſſe fori del ſtato. Era Hato laſſato a guardia di que- 

L- a Seignora dal Seignor Pauolo ſuo Marito, il Signor 


Troilo Urſini /zo Parente, il quale ſi procurò la gra-. 
Ha della medeſſima, e ſj teneva per fermo, che una 
figlia, e uno figlio,ambedae di nomeV irginio, faſſero del 
detto Troilo, e non del Marito, Fece per geloſia ove- 
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Kinſman to watch her Conduct; hut he himſelf 


partook of her Favours, and *twas conſtantly bes 
liev*d, that a Son and a Daughter, both Named 
Hirginio, were Troilo's Children, and not the 
Husband's. The fame Seignor Troilo, egg'd.on 


with” Jealouſy and Suſpicion, cauſed the Black 


Page, Pietro Torello da Fermo, to be aſſaſſinated, for 
whom the Princeſs Habella ſeem'd to have a very 


Paſſionate Kindneſs, Her Scandalous Exceſſes 


arrived at laſt to that degree of Impudence, 
that her own Brother, the Cardinal, did ſend 


Paſquils and Lampoons from Rome to Florence, 


and her own Husband was neceſſitated to take 
Meaſures for her Aſſaſſination ; of which being 
before apprebenſive, and fearing, ſooner or 
later, ſome Melancholy Cataſtrophe, ſhe deſired 
the Protection of Catherine de Medicis, Queen of 
France, which ſhe granted her, and withal, in- 
treated her to make her Eſcape to Gezoas, where 


| ſhe was to be receiv'd, and brought to Mar- 
ſeilles, and from thence ConduQed to the Court 


at Paris. But 'twas God's pleaſure that this 


Project ſhould not take effect. In the mean 


while, her Lewdneſs was grown too large for 


any Veil or Masking, ſo that upon the 1175 


of July 1570, Don Paulo Giordano her Huſ- 
band, went with his I/abela to Coretto Guidi, 
Accompanied with Madam Lacrezia Freſcoboldz, 


her Governante, and two other Maids; Don 


Paulo ſent her two Spaniels, to Divert her ſelf 
in Hunting, deſiring to know if ſhe would 
Sleep with him that Night ? whereupon turning 
to Madam Lacree#a, ſhe ſaid, ſhall I go, or 2 11 
8 . not 


„ 


19 52 


15 . roi medeſ imo Seignor Troilo amax⸗ 


Rare ng Torello da Fermo, Paggio nero del 
Bros Duca, del qual giovane Iſabella ſi moſtrava 
molto Aﬀetionata, accioche non ſi alienaſſe del ſuo 

amore. Era arivata à tal ſegno, la Licenza dt 

queſia Seignora, che fino di Roma, venivano car- 
telle, e paſquinate dal Cardinale ſuo fratello, onde 

Patolo Urlino ſuo marito fu neceſſitato per pro- 

pria reputatione, a venire a qual che reſolutione 

per amazzarla : la Seignora Iſabella che ſe n era 
imaginata un tempo i nanxi, di dover aſpettar to- 
fto o tardo un ſimil morte ſuenturata, chieſe aiuto 

a Caterina Regina di Francia, e ella la configlio 

E prego. che ella fugiſſe aGenoua, ove aveva ordina- 

to che fuſſe ricevuta, e candotla a Marſeglia, e di 

quivi menata len guardata alla Corte di Parigi; 

ma quel accordo, non ſegui, che coſi non era la vo- 
lenta di Dio. Mentre che le coſe ſue erano coſt ſca- 
ferte, che non vi era piu luogo a colorire i ſuoi pen- 
ſieri, e coſi una mattina che fu il di 11 di Lug- 
lio 1570, Don Pauolo Giordano ando, con la 

Seignora Habella 4 Corretto Guidi, con Madama 

Lucrez ia Freſcoboldi ſua 3 e due altre 

donne di ſer vitio il Seignor Pauolo mandb un gior- 
no 4 donare due cani brache alla Seignora, per pro- 

b varli la matting 4 la caccia, e mandoli a dire ſe 

voleva la; ſera venire a darmire ſeco? ella voltan- _ 

doſi a "ata Lucrezia * diſſe, Vo io, o no? rips: 1 
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not? Lucrezia reply'd, you may: do as jou thint fit, 
he is your Hutband ; ſhe. went therefore, and no 


ſooner arriv'd, but Seignor Paulo began to Ca- 
reſs her, and laying . her ori a Bed, as if de- 
ſigning to Sleep with her; and while lying 
with her Face upwards, a Cord, from behind 


the Bed, was thrown about her Neck, and with 
much ado they Strangl'd her, and ſhe was carried 
to Horence; but in putting her in a Coffin, ſhe 


was obſerv'd to be Black and Blue, which 


_mightily diſpleas d the whole City, every one 


ſaying, that they . ſhould have remedied the 
Evil, before the Duke Franciſco, Cardinal Ferdi- 
nando and her other Brothers had Debauch'd her, 


taking her out in the Night, in Man's Habit, 
with other Lewd Women, and pretending now 


ſhe ſhould Live without a Husband. This was 


the Tragical End of Coſimoss Daughter, all 


Sympathizing with him, and Condoling his 


The Duke lay under great Obligations to the 


Houſe of Toledo, and to give ſome Proof of his 
_- Acknowledgment, he took under his Protecti- 
on, a Daughter of Don Garzia of Toledo, his 


Kinſman; ſhe was not only extraordinary Beau- 
tiful, but very Witty and Ingenious, the Duke 


Was in love with her Charms, and his familiar 


Converſation with her, at laſt got her with 
Child; of which the Duke Coſimos being appriſed, 


ſent for one of his Miniſters, and order'd her to 


be given in Marriage to Don Pietro deMedicis, his 
; © 4s: Fay 2 - 3 * ' 
Son, who ſome while after was Enrich'd with a 
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| /e + ei i faccia che vole, eglie ſuo marito ; ands 


dunque, e andata che fu, commincio il Seionor 
Paulo ad accarezzarla, e bacciarla, e Poi la meſſe 
ſopra dun letto, con finta di volerſi conjungere ſeco, 


e mentre ella ftava ſupina, li fu moſſo di dietro al 


letto, un laccio al collo, e fi diſſe che iis gran 


fatica a ftrangolarla, e di poi portata a Fiorenza, 


e fattoli Mortorio, fi vide eſſer nera, in modo te. 


ne increbbe tutta la citta, e ciaſcuna diceva che bi- 


ſognava aver rimediato prima che il Padre e il 


Gran Duca Franceſco, e il Cardinale Ferdinando, 


ed altri ſuoi fratelli fi ſerviſſe ero del mex xo ſuo, 4; 
eavarli le loro voglie, con altre donne della citta, 


menandola tutta notte fuora veſtita da huomo, e 


 Voler poi che ella fuſſe ſenza marito, queſto fu il 


725 del figliole del Coſimo, l digratia del quale 


fu da tutti compianta. 


HFavea il Duca Gran obligo alla caſa diToledo, 


e per demanſtrarla in qualunque ſorte, preſe la pro- 


tettione d'una figlia di Don Garzia di Toledo 
ſuo cognato, che oltre alla belle Xa era dotata di 


Spirito vivace e pronto, queſta Seignora era ama- 
ta dal Duca Coſimo, e per la Domeſtichex xa di 
tal Converſatione venendo a goderla, eſſa ne reſts 
gravida, avedutoſi di cio il Duca, havendo ſubito 
mandato chiamar un ſuo Miniſtro fece trattare 4 

darla per Moglie a Don Pietro de Medicis ſuo 
fig, la qual: a ſuo tempo partori un Maſchio, e 
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| Son; Named Coſmos.” This Lady likewiſe came 
to an Unhappy and Tragical End, becauſe her- 
Lewd manner of Living ſcandalized all the: 
Neighbourhood, ſo that all Honeſt People were 
much diſguſted at her Proceedings. Don Pietro 
de Medicis did not much value her Love, as 
being his very near Relation, by his Mother's 
fide, and being himſelf Young,, and as *tis 
thought, did not much care for Female Em- 
braces. His Wife being a great Beauty, and 
knowing her Husband's Conduct, fhe began 
likewiſe to be more liberal of her Favours, and 
there were not wanting many that made up her 
Train; amongſt others, was one Alexander, 
Son to Captain Pandolfo Geri of Caſtiglione Areti- 
no, Who was one of her Languiſhing Knights, 
but being ſoundly Threatned, he was Frighted 
out of his Wits, and for fear, made himſelf a 
Capuchin; but her Commerce with the Cheva- 
lier Bernardino Antinori, was fo openly Scandalous, - 
that all the City cry'd ſhame at their Impudent 
Practices; and for want of due Reſpect to his 
Prince, the Hang- man was ſent to him, accompa- 
nied with a Confeſſor at his Side, who asked him if 
he had a mind to Confeſs his Sins, for he had but 
one Hour to live? No ſooner had he finiſned his 
Confeſſion, but that he beg'd leave to write, which 
Was granted him, and Pen, Ink and Paper be- 
ing brought, he began to write, but his Hand 
ſo Trembled, that he could not bring Pen to 
Paper; the Executioner, ſeeing 't was but Time 
loſt, Bound him, and putting the Halter about 
his Neck, Strangled him. The Chevalier, his We 
* e tber, 
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al ; f + p ofto o nome Cofimo. Queſta Seignora fort 5 5 "A 


lei ancora un cativo fine, perche il vivere ſuo licen- | 
35900 ed immoderato, movema le citi circonviciue 
ad improperii e n in modo che le 
perſone tutte e il popolo piu ſenſato, ne riceveva 
diguſto. 1 1! Seignor Don Pietro di Medici co ne 
Liovane, foc⸗ apprexxava lamore della moglie, che 


era cigina, come nata d'un fratelo della madre, 


o che avea altri penſieri chi il ſeſſo feminino; la 
moglie che era bella, end ſapeo la vita del marito, 
alargava anco ella la mano, che pero ſt > fa dettero al 
corteggio di detta Seignora molti, e fra altri un 


tal Aleſſandro figlto del Capitan) Pandoih Geri 


da Caſteglione Aret ino, il quale faceva bo ſpa- 
ſimato, ma eſſendo eee dal timore (i 


fece Capucino, ma con il Cavaliero Bernardino 
Antinori paſſavano. le coſe tanto publiche, nella 


citta che non ſi parlava daltro, e finalmente per 


il poco riſpetto portato al ſuo Principe, una mate 


tina comparſe il bargello con un prete, e li fu 
detto, che ſe voleva confeſſarfi, non avea piu tem- 
po dun hora, e pio doveva morire, confeſſato che 
fu, demando in grazia di ſcrivere, e gli fu con- 
ceſſo, e portatoli il foglio penna e calamaio, commin= | 


cio a ſcrivere, ma la mano li tremava tanto, che 
non pote va acoſtarla al foglio, il bargello conoſeen- 
do che non ſi dava in niente, li fece ,mettere le 
manette, e doppo un capeſtro al collo, e quivi, fu 


34. Strangolate. 
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When the Great Duke was a going to fir down, 
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ther, being quickly inform'd of his Tragi⸗ 
cal End, made his Eſcape to Fance; but be- 


ing Purſu'd, was there Aſſaſſinated. After this, 
Reſolutions were taken to Puniſh Donna Leonora 
her ſelf; but being apprehenſive of the Danger 


that attended her, ſhe writ to her Father at 
Naples, for Protection; but 'twas now too la e 
for all was juſt ripen'd for her approaching 


Ruine; therefore, taking her laſt Fare wel and 
Adieu of her Son Coſmos, with Kiſſes, and Em- 


braces mixt with Tears, ſhe was Conducted, 


by order of Don Pietro her Husband, to a 
place called Cafogiolo, where ſhe was Poignarded 
to Death by her own Husband, in the ſame 
Chamber, and on the ſame Day, where TI/abella 
had been before Aſſaſſinated; then ſhe was put in 


a Coffin and carried to Florence, her Funeral Ce- 


remonies were Celebrated, but the Corps was 
not expoſed to View. Tis reported, that when 


her Corps was remov'd, Anno 1608. from the 
| Sacriſty to the Vault, it appear'd entire, Cloath- 


ed all in White, and ſeem'd as if it had been 
only Sleeping, e oh 


In the Year 1568. the Great Duke Coſimos, find- 
ing himſelf indiſpoſed to Live without a Woman, 


he Converſed with Madam Leonora, Daughter of 


N. Albizzi, and he had enjoy'd her Company 
for ſome time; but finding in her too much Viva- 
City, and her Joaking Humour carried her a little 
too far, for ſhe play'd him often ſome unlucky 
Trick or other, and more eſpecially one time, 


ſhe 
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Strang oled. I Cavalier - PU 2 fr wells 9 
aviſato della ſuenturata morte del fratello, ſe ne 


- fugi in Francia, dove fu pai ancor egli fatto "as 
max xurez ſi pensò dappo caſtigare la cagna, la on- 

na Leongra (che coſi era il ſua nome) dubbioſa 
del evento di ſe medeſſima, ne ſcriſſe al Padre a 
Napoli, accio la rice veſſe, ma non vi fu pin 
tempo, giache la pera era matura, e coſi detta 

Seignora Leonora dappo fatte le dipartenze con 


Don Coſimo ſuo figlio, con molti bacci e abracci- 


amenti e lagrime, fu condotta a Cafogiolo, luogo 
dove dimoſtrava Don Piedro ſuo marito, e la ſe- 


ra medeſima che arrivo, in quella ſtanza ifteſſa, a 
jurore di pugnalette dal iſteſſo marito, nel di me- 


deſſimo che fu amazzata la Seignora Iſabella ; poi 
fu incaſſata e mandata 0 Fiorenza, furonli fatte 


 Peſequie, ma non veduta e chi ha ſcritto queſte 


coſe dice che I anno 1.608, ella fu cavata dal ſa- 
creſtia nuova, e porlatala 7 le volte, la viddero co- 
fs bella, che era coſa di marviglia, non eſſendo pu- 
trefatta ne guaſta, e pareva che dormiſſ. e, e era tutta 


veſtita di bianca. 


Di poi Lanno 15 68, i! Gran Duca Coſimo * 


| rendo per eta ſua di non poter ſtare ſenza Donna, 


ebbe commercio con Leonora fielia di N. Albiz- 


1297 >  godutala qualche tempo, ma dapoi per la gio- 


Vents e galiardo cervello, deſſo le faceva quando 


un burla, e quando ara, fino che volendo una 
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MIR... 
ſhe ſmatch'd away the Chair, which cauſed him 
to fall backward, hitting his Head violently againſt 
the Ground; whereupon he took a Reſolution to 
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* * 
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be even with her, giving orders to his Miniſters 


to Marry her to Charles Bartholoweo Panciatici, 
one to whom the Duke had ſtood Godfather. 
At laſt, he fell in Love with Camilla Daughter 
of Antonio Martelli, a Poor Florentine Gentleman, 
who had Married his other to one Ginucci, a Shoe- 
maker; it happen'd that at this time the Duke's 
Affairs call'd him to Rome, invited thither by 
Pope Pius V. to beſtow upon him the Title of 
Great Duke ; and having Confeſs'd his Sins to 
the Pope himſelf, was exhorted ' earneſtly, 


by his Holineſs, to Marry that Young Wo- 


man; which he effected at his Return to Flo- 


rence, tho? not publickly in Church, being ex- 


cus d in that Regard by the Pope's expreſs Indul- 
gence, yet in Private all the Nuptial Ceremonies 


were obſerv'd, and her Father being there pre- 
ſent (thanking him that he was pleaſed to 
Honour him with that Marriage) asked the 
Great Duke, if twas his pleaſure that the 


World ſhould know that he was Married to 


his Daughter? the Great Duke ſaid, Jes; where 


upon going out, he met one Allemanno de Paxxi, 


a near Relation of his, to whom he ſaid, I 
have Married my Daughter Camilla to the 


Great Duke, Alemanno replied, I wiſh you much 


Joy with all my Soul, Mr. Antonio; whereupon 


Allemanno haſten'd to the Palace, and demand- 
ed Audience, and being introduced to the Great 
Duke, he Complimented him on the Occaſion 


of 
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tir a ſe ſe la ſeggiola, ed egli cadde al indietro per- 
cotendo malamente la tefta. Egli pero conſtderan- 
do que queſta g1ovane gli ne faceva troppo, e 


parve obligo ſuo di pigliarne il compenſo di lei, e 
la marits a Carlo di Bartholomeo Panciatici 


tenuto du lui a batteſimo. Finalmente s'mvagi di 
Camilla figla di Antonio Martelli povero gen- 
tilhuomo, e in qual mentre venne occaſione al Duca 
Coſimo dandare 4 Roma, chiamato da Pio V. 
che creandolo Gran Duca 4; Toſcona, fi confeſ- 
50 do lui e il Pontefice Jeſorti a ſſoſare detta fan- 
cialla (benche la ſua ſorella detta Maris era mari- 
tata ad un ca xAaio, detto Ginucci ). fi come poi 
fece egli, alla Jus tornata; diſpenſehdolo che non 
 doveſſe publicarſi in chieſa, Ala quale Ceremonie 
ci intervenne il Padre, ringratiandolo che [aveſſe 
fatto degno di queſto matrimonio? e dicendoliole 
S. Ache ſi ſapia, riſpoſe il Gran Duca di ſi, che 


lo diceſſe a chi le piace va, e rincontrando nella piags 
za Allemanno de Pazzi, ſuo cugino à cui diſſe, ho 
maritato la Camilla mia figlia al Gran Duca Co- 


ſimo. Buon pro vi faccia riſpoſe li, Miſer Anto- 


nio, io me ne rallegro tanto tanto, e andatoſene 
Alemanno al Palazzo, chieſe audienza, e fu in- 
trodutto al Gran Duca, al quale dette il buon pro, 
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manno noi non bab biamo altri parenti 5 b 
ratore, Regi, e Duche, e coſi lo licentio. 
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